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THE HOST 
WITH THE 

MOST

YOU’RE CORDIALLY INVITED TO 
TAKE IN THE HISTORIC

WONDER OF JASON JONES’ 
MODERN-DAY ABODE.

text by L A U R A  K O S T E L N Y 

photography by N AT H A N  S C H R O D E R 

interiors by S T U D I O  T H O M A S  J A M E S

styl ing by J E N N Y  O ’ C O N N O R

f lowers by H A I L E  W O S S E N
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The Pour House
Guests to Jason Jones’ 

 home are greeted in  
the entry with a drink, 
mixed atop an antique 

reproduction Chinoiserie 
desk and custom console, 

which serve as a bar.

Sherwin-
Williams 

7011 
Natural Choice
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OSomething  
to Talk 
About 

In the 
dining room, 
oil-painted 

portraits 
unexpectedly 

flipped on  
their heads 
serve as a 

conversation 
starter.
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On any given night, he’s throwing open his doors for a political 
fundraiser, celebratory shower, supper club, or cocktail party. “I 
really love entertaining. If I could, I would have a party every sin-
gle night—that’s just my personality,” Jones says. “To me, there’s 
nothing better than a cocktail party that goes on well past happy 
hour and into late night.”     

It’s little wonder that his guests are loath to leave. Jones, an 
interior designer and co-owner of  Studio Thomas James, has 
managed to create a space that is elegant and refined but also 
very much a place where people feel comfortable sipping—and 
spilling—red wine. He says part of achieving the right balance of 
classic and comfort starts with the location itself. Terrell, a city 
with a population of 17,800 and located about 30 minutes east of 

previous spread: (from left) Everyone’s favorite room, the library, features rich blue walls, a loveseat that’s been recovered in a green Pindler fabric, and a circa-1940s chair 
upholstered in a blue cut-square velvet. A trout that used to hang in Jones’ grandparents’ house now takes its place on the mantel below a 5-foot-tall painting of a forest, a 
pheasant, and sconces from Thomas Grant Chandeliers. Guests are greeted with a drink in the entry, which features a pair of surfaces made for shaking and stirring. The one-two 
punch consists of a custom console made by friend Chris Wynn of Statement Furniture Inc. and an antique reproduction Chinoiserie desk. The artwork is a mix of high and low: 
“The bottom landscape was not expensive,” Jones says, “but the top one was.” opposite page: Homeowner and designer Jason Jones entertains often at his one-of-a-kind 
dining room table. “The base came from old Parisian opera house. It was the top of an old column and made of papier mâchè around a wooden structure.” The nearby buffet is 
home to a rocking horse that’s outfitted with a new mane and bridal, and marble pedestals showcase blue-and-white pottery. The blue leather chandelier is by Ralph Lauren for 
Visual Comfort. this page: (from top) A view from the entry into the kitchen shows off a number of details that make this 11-year-old house pass for much older, including transom 
windows bearing German glass above the doorway, reclaimed fretwork on the kitchen cabinets, and well-worn, knotted pine wood floors. The unique design of the home—which 
has visitors ascend a Chippendale-railed staircase and enter on the second floor—was inspired by the Bocage house in Darrow, Louisiana. The common areas are all on the main 
second level, with the primary suite below and guest rooms above.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 63 >>  

One hundred and 
twenty people—that’s 
the sweet spot for parties 
according to Jason Jones. 
The genial host should 
know: He has spent years 
welcoming a cavalcade 
of guests into his elegant 
Terrell home for fetes 
both grand and intimate. 
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Sherwin- 
Williams 

6486 
Reflecting  

Pool
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opposite page: After getting a new, longer set of legs, an antique French breakfast table was given new purpose as the kitchen island. “We added the block in 
the middle for further support,” says Jones. “The marble stone on top is so heavy.” The designer paired it with custom pendant lights and Palecek barstools. The 
custom cabinets, built by Van Meredith, were crafted with fretwork sourced from an old home and complement the classic apron-front  Julien sink from Westside 
Kitchen and Bath. this page: Friends and family alike are quick to pull up a Serena & Lily bistro chair around the antique game table. “It’s always the first spot to 
fill up,” says Jones. His love for blue is apparent in the space thanks to heavyweight cotton blend draperies, an antique chair with a custom mix of white outdoor 
fabric and a stripe in his favorite color, and the contemporary photograph by Costa Christ that hangs above the fireplace.

Great Panes
Jones acquired 

eight of these  
casement windows, 

salvaged from a 
turn-of-the-century 
Danish townhome, 

which add to the 
home’s authentic, 
old-world charm.
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this page: 
(from left) The library 

built-ins here get a 
boost with plenty of 

color, wire doors, and a 
Coraggio cut velvet. 

Jones bought the 
painting above from a 

sorority that was 
renovating their house. 

“It says so much—
there’s a lot going on in 

this painting politically,” 
he says. Before arriving 

in Terrell, the cape 
buffalo hung above his 
grandparents’ mantel 

for more than 40 years. 
Jones crafted the 

unique millwork in the 

powder bathroom 
himself. “It’s made with 
Singer sewing machine 

fronts turned sideways,” 
he says. Up top, he 

covered the walls with 
fabric saved from an 

about-to-be-razed 
house on Beverly Drive. 
“The house flooded, so 

the bottom of the 
drapes were ruined,” he 

explains. “But the top 
was in perfect shape.” A 
Sunbrella stripe covers 
a skirted table, keeping 

it safe from errant 
splashes. A gilded 

French mirror adds 
glamour.

OPERATION 
OLD SCHOOL

Jason Jones shares his secrets for 
making new finishes feel nostalgic.

Stick with 
thick bricks
Inspired by the brick 
flooring found in many 
Civil War–era homes, Jones 
opted to lay down (brand-
new) bricks in his primary 
suite. “I got to pick from a 
host of colors and finishes,” 
he explains. “I had to go 
with new because I wanted 
to put weight on it in the 
primary suite and garage. 
Antique brick isn’t all that 
strong once it’s sliced.” 

Break out the 
German panes
Since Jones outfitted 
the entire house with old 
doors, he wanted to high-
light them by installing 
architectural pieces and 
transom windows above. 
“We used German glass 
to give them a little more 
personality,” he says. “You 
can get it at Betzinger 
Designs.”

Strut your stuff
Although the pine floors 
on the second level are 
new, the wood had a lot 
of knots, which Jones says 
adds personality. “We also 
beat them up as best as we 
could,” says the designer, 
who intentionally left them 
uncovered during con-
struction. “The more things 
that happened to them, the 
better. We eventually stain-
washed, waxed, and then 
just let them be,” he says.

Hire a modern-day 
mill-acle worker
Jones looked to Michael 
Smith to build the classic 
fireplace surrounds and 
mantels in the living room 
and library. “They’re a bit 
larger than they would 
have been long ago, but 
the spaces are so big, the 
scale had to increase to 
make sense,” he says.

1

2 4

3
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A Work of Art
The blue walls  

aren’t the only bit  
of brilliance in the 

library: Jones  
ingeniously 

employs a vintage 
easel to hoist the 

television set.

In a corner of the library, 
a ship is docked behind 

glass and beneath the 
watchful eyes of a lesser 

kudu and deer. Jones 
changed up the top of 

the adjacent antique 
chair and recovered it in 

Galbraith & Paul fabric 
from David Sutherland.  

Sherwin 
Williams 

6804 
Dignity Blue
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While the living areas are 
on the main floor, Jones’ 
bedroom is down below 
and accessible only from a 
second-floor staircase or a 
separate entrance at the 
back of the home. He made 
the most of the low ceilings 
by stacking in eclectic 
artwork and a tall antique 
mirror. He also added an 
18th century chair and a 
circa-1930s table. “I can 
have coffee there, write a 
note, or read,” he says. 
“Every room needs to be 
multi-purpose.”

Hit the Bricks
Jones wanted the look 
of antique masonry 
floors but opted for 
new bricks to better 
withstand weight  

and resist breakage. 
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>> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 57

Dallas, is rife with both small-town charm 
and historic homes. “I originally came out 
here to look at a Fooshee & Cheek–designed 
house that came on the market, but it sold in 
a day,” says Jones. “So we looked and looked 
for something else, but there was absolutely 
no inventory. My dad, being a homebuilder, 
said, ‘You need to build one.’ ” 

So that’s what he did. After finding a lot 
that came with some complications (“There 
were strange constraints with setbacks; 
the land sold six times before I bought it,” 
Jones says), he broke ground on a brand-
new home that would look like it had been 
around for 200 years. “From the start, this 
was going to be my forever home, so it was 
important to have something timeless that 
would only need to be refreshed from time 
to time,” he explains. Jones looked to French Creole 
and southern Lowcountry architecture, especially that 
of the Bocage house in Darrow, Louisiana, for inspira-
tion. “All the main living areas are on the second floor, 
and there’s this beautiful exterior staircase. It’s perfect.”

When it came to creating an inviting interior, Jones 
again gave a nod to classic southern standbys. He 
brought in plenty of color—including a haint blue ceil-
ing in the living room and kitchen—rich textiles, and 
a selection of well-loved antiques throughout. “Even 
in more contemporary spaces, antiques make a room 
feel more evolved because they’re these one-of-a-kind 
pieces that can take the edge off,” he notes. “But they 
need to do more than look cool. They need to be part 
of your life. Let people set their drinks on them; use 
them for electronics storage; or you can convert them 
into bathroom vanities.”

Even his collection of portraits—some of which 
hang upside down in the dining room—serve a pur-
pose, especially during smaller soirees when watch-
ing people’s reaction has become a fun parlor game 
of sorts. “If you’ve never been to the house, you don’t 
notice them until you’re sitting down at the table,” he 
says. “I’ll see people’s heads turn, and some get it right 
away and laugh. But it really bugs some folks!”  

this page: (from top) The luxurious freestanding bathtub from Westside 
Kitchen & Bath wasn’t exactly in the budget. Enter: Jones’ grandmother. 
“She bought it for me! The exterior is this rich navy blue, and I just love it,” 
he says. Because he didn’t want to look at too much sheetrock, he covered 
the walls in pine paneling and added an oil painting for good measure. “I 
never worried about steam affecting my artwork in here because the room 
isn’t super small and it doesn’t have doors,” he says. An antique marble-
topped dresser provides much-needed storage for potions and elixirs 
between a pair of pedestal sinks adorned with lacquered brass plumbing 
from Sunrise Specialty Co. This is the third set of mirrors that Jones has 
hung in the primary bathroom, and he says these are here to stay. “I was 
looking for the right balance of relaxed and masculine in this room,” he says. 
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